"Rival" by Penelope Douglas
Book Club Discussion Questions
1. Absentee parents are a common theme in the Fall Away series. As we grow into adulthood and start to live our lives without the “gatekeepers” (parents, teachers), it is realistic to expect that young adults will make mistakes. Do you believe the stories of these characters’ mistakes teach us lessons, or do you believe more parent involvement would’ve enriched the story?

2. Why do you think Madoc and Fallon's parents were so adamant in keeping them apart even after they were of age?

3. Why do you think Fallon was so against a relationship with Madoc? Was it because of the stigma of stepbrother/stepsister (like what other people would think) or because the past relationship had hurt her more than him?

4. Why do you think it took Fallon finding the boxes in the basement for her to change her mind about Madoc?

5. Do you think Madoc and Fallon would have had a relationship if she hadn't been forced to leave when she was sixteen?

6. What did you think of Fallon's father’s behavior in the hospital scene?

7. Step-siblings romance are considered taboo by many people. How did it sit with you?
8. The scene in Fallon’s bedroom in front of the mirrors is when we see that Fallon means more to Madoc than he’s let on. What draws him to her? We all know Madoc likes to be naughty, but what is it about Fallon that sets her apart from other girls?
9. What do you think would have happened if Fallon had never been sent away?

10. What do you think would have happened if Fallon had gotten the chance to tell Madoc that she was pregnant before her mom forced her to get an abortion?

11. How do you think Madoc's father would have reacted if he had caught Fallon's mom coming onto Madoc? Would it have changed the dynamic in his and Madoc's relationship?

12. What do you think was the driving force behind Madoc being a "big brother" to Lucas? Was it just that he loved kids or was it something else? 

13. How do you think Madoc and Jared would have reacted if they'd found out about their parents relationship earlier? 

14. Why do you think Madoc felt the need to cut himself off from everyone at home when he was at Notre Dame? His friends didn't deserve the silent treatment, so why the isolation from them? 

14. What was your reaction to Jax’s solution to the Patricia problem at the charity event? 
15. Madoc and Fallon were often alone, and they was almost no family cohesiveness in their home. When they lost their virginity to each other, (the author posted a bonus scene with more insight into that first time on her website), do you think it was just a mistake of two kids growing up in a broken home or did they find what they needed in one another?
16. Madoc was quite the playboy after Fallon left the first time—and the second time. Fallon, however, remained chaste during their times apart?  How did this sit with you?
17. Madoc and Fallon knew each other, but they hadn’t seen much of each other in a log time before that surprising trip to Sovereign’s. Why do you think Madoc took this leap in his relationship with the person he loved, while his best friends Jared and Tate continued to take it slow? 

18. Fallon takes Tate as a roommate at Northwestern. Do you think she’s inviting trouble, knowing that Madoc is friends with Tate, or do you think she’s hoping for it?

19. All of the characters play big roles in each other’s books. Do you like revisiting previous characters or do you find them distracting?
