"Bully" by Penelope Douglas
Book Club Discussion Questions
1. What were your thoughts when Madoc tried to befriend Tate?

2. With bulling prevalent both on social media and the national news, do you believe Jared’s treatment of Tate would have been tolerated as much as it was in Bully by administration or the student body?
3. What particular scene stayed with you personally in either a positive or negative way? Why?

4. When Tate first saw the video, what were your initial thoughts?  Did you instantly believe Jared was responsible?

5. Do you believe that Jared's reasons for bullying Tate were justified? Explain why or why not.


6. Do you believe Tate should have reported the video to school and police? What would your actions have been if you were in her position?

7. The symbolism of rain storms appears at important milestones throughout of the novel. (when Tate is home her first night after being gone for a year. As Tate climbs on their tree during a thunderstorm and Jared speaks to her after her comments in class. There’s a heavy downpour as Tate investigates inside of Jared’s home why the house is in disarray. When Jared and Tate have sex for the first time.)  

1. How would you interpret these storms as to the author’s thought process of the relationship progressing between Jared and Tate?

8. When Tate gives her monologue to the class and directly speaks to Jared about how Jared’s treatment affected her, did you believe Jared truly understood how much he’d hurt Tate?  What might Jared have been feeling at that moment? Where you surprised that Tate was so open in front of a boy that bullied her most of her time at school?

9. Jared’s mother, Katherine, has been treated for alcoholism and was an alcoholic for most of Jared’s life. Do you believe that her behavior was child abuse or neglect of Jared even though Tate states in Bully that Katherine was “functional”?  
2. And even after she received treatment, she still left her son alone most of the time.  Was this also a form of neglect of her son?  

10. Jared hung the gift Tate had made her mom for Mother’s day on his rearview mirror. He stated that he had taken the item a few days after Tate had left it on her grave “too keep from being stolen or ruined”.  How significate was this moment for you that Jared, after all his hate and bullying of Tate, would keep something so intimate as a clay image of her fingerprint that she had made for her mother?   
3. Where you surprised that he treasured this piece of Tate and used it as a good luck charm when he raced?

11. Piper confronts Tate about Jared in the hallway at school, and Tate feels insecure next to Piper.  Why do you believe that Tate has these feelings about Piper?  

12. If you were Tate, how would you have confronted Jared?  Would you have used a monologue such as Tate did?  Would you have stood up in front of your peers and told the class your feelings?  

13. Did certain parts of the book make you uncomfortable?

14. After Tate watches the video and the end result is her causing damage to Jared’s car, she whispers to herself, “This is how bullies are made”.   What do you think she meant by it?

15. How do you think studying abroad changed Tate?

16. How do you feel about Tate's dad being away all the time? Is he neglecting his daughter or giving her freedom to grow up?

17. Were Tate's reactions (hitting Madoc, breaking Jared's car) acceptable?


18. What were your thoughts about K.C.'s behavior toward Tate and her relationship with Jared?


19. As the story progresses, we see glimpses the history between Jared and Tate.  They were once friends, but when he began hurting her, why do you think Tate gave him that power?
20. Did Jared redeem himself?

