"Aflame" by Penelope Douglas
Book Club Discussion Questions

In Aflame, there is a theme throughout the book about second chances. 

1. As we know, the way Jared went about telling Tate that he was “leaving to figure things out” didn’t go over so well.  In your opinion, how could he have avoided such a painful confrontation?
2. Why do you think Jared likes being around & working with the children in the kids program?
3. Other than wanting Jared present for the birth of baby Quinn, do you think Mama Trent had another agenda for trying to get him home?
4. Do you feel that Tate gave Jared a fair second chance to explain himself why he went away? Has a lost love ever come back into your life? If so, did you react as Tate did when she saw Jared or did you have a different reaction? 

5. Music plays a huge part of the Falling Away novels, especially during the racing. Does the music help you enjoy the reading experience more? Is there a song that you relate to the series?

6. In Aflame, we are able to take a closer look at the relationships that Jared had with his mother and Tate has with her father. Do you feel that because of the lack of relationships both parents had (Jared’s mother an indifferent alcoholic most of his life and James often absent in his daughter’s high school years) influenced how they worked and related as a couple?

7. In the novel, it was explained to us that Madoc felt he had to choose a side when Jared left Tate. Do you feel that this was a correct choice, choosing to help Tate over his best friend? Have you yourself had to make this choice?

8. There is a significant scene when the gang is at the loop and Tate taunts Jared into racing Roman, and Roman wins. Tate explains to Jared after the race about Roman and his life. Do you believe that Tate was trying to humble Jared or that she wanted him to see that their lives went on without him?

9. We see Jared and Tate almost back to square one; his “bullying” of Tate and her trying to avoid him. Did you expect there would be more or less conflict between the two or did you feel that the conflict was warranted the way Jared treated Tate during their time as friends and boyfriend/girlfriend?

10. When Tate pays for a private dance for Jared, and the woman is Piper, did you feel that Tate’s insecurities about Piper that were detailed in Bully were still strong in Aflame, even though Jared had told Tate that he loves her and was waiting for her to trust him again? Did you believe that Tate’s actions were appropriate to prove Jared can be trusted or had she gone too far? 

11. Ms. Douglas gave us a view into the Falling Away crew’s life. What were some of your thoughts and reactions to where everyone was in their life? Where you surprised about any of the reveals or did you believe that is where everyone’s direction would have gone?

12. The Falling Away books are as much about the strong bond of family and friendship along with love and trust. Have you or do you have any relationships with friends that have lasted through the years? Did you share in some of the fun events that transpired in the Falling Away series?

13. Did you feel that the advice Jared’s mother gives to him at the party about his treatment of Tate was warranted, especially since she was mostly an absentee mother? Do you feel that she had the right to correct Jared about how he treats Tate?

14. Jared had come back home to ask Tate to marry him six months after he had left. Do you feel that their relationship and love would have lasted?

15. Tate has a relationship with Gavin which does not last after she realizes that she still loves Jared after seeing him race. Madoc is there to pick up the pieces. Why is it Madoc who becomes Tate’s anchor instead of, say Fallon or Juliet?
16. When Jared discovered that Tate had moved on, he left. Should he have stayed and confronted her? How do you think Tate would’ve reacted if Jared had told her then that he wanted her back?
17. Jared has an opportunity to try to move on after he sees Tate with Gavin. But when he’s confronted with the girl who comes in as he’s showering in the hotel room, he turns her down. Why? What had he realized about himself?
18. Do you think Tate would have been receptive to Jared's proposal the first time when he came back or do you think she would have been hurting still from him leaving at all?
19. Do you think Jared would have eventually come back for Tate if Katherine wasn't pregnant?
20. Did it upset you that Jared gave up on his responsibilities at home to work on finding himself?

21. Through the progression of the series – who learned the most about themselves? Who do you feel grew the most?

22. During the sneak peek chapter for AFLAME we see that Jared & Tate break up.  This caused a lot of speculation and controversy amongst readers.  After reading AFLAME do you think this break eventually strengthened their relationship?  If yes, in what ways?

23. What scene touched or upset you the most? Why?
24. Why do you think Jared was so cold to Tate before he and the guys went to Zack's bachelor party? 

25. When Jared told Tate that he could be her friend if that's all she was willing to let him be, did you sincerely believe he could have been capable of that?

26. Jared had become a mentor to children at the beginning of the story. Why do you think Gianna, in particular, was significant to him?

27. By the end of Aflame, do you believe Jared’s leaving was forgivable, or do you think he should have stayed and figured out a way to grow at home?

28. What was your favorite book in the series and why?

29. Penelope left huge hints in the Epilogue about where some of the children’s stories may go, should she ever decide to write them? Do you like her pairings?
30. If you had to pick one tattoo from the series to get yourself, which would it be? One of Jared’s, Jax’s, Madoc’s, Fallon’s, Tate’s, or Juliet’s?

